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About SAO

Established in State Constitution
Led by State Auditor Pat McCarthy
Auditor of all public accounts

Audits more than 160 state agencies

and 2,200 local governments
Audits 43 different government types

Staffed by nearly 500 employees

& Ourmissionis to promote
accountability and transparency in
government.

State Auditor Pat McCarthy




Audits that matter

Accountability

2,501 audits conducted |

(July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025) | == 3




Accountability audit

January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025

Using a risk-based audit approach for the Port’s
accountability audit, we will examine the management, use
and safeguarding of public resources to ensure there is
protection from misuse and misappropriation. In addition,
we will evaluate whether there is reasonable assurance for
adherence to applicable state laws, regulations and
policies and procedures.

After we have completed our planning procedures, we will
share with management the specific audit areas we plan to
further evaluate.




Work of other auditors

A financial statement and federal single audit of the Port for the
period January 1, 2025, through December 31, 2025 was
performed by Baker Tilly.

We will review their work and determine if anything causes
concern about its quality.

We will remain alert and report to you on whether any limitations
restricted our analysis of the other audits.

We will notify you if we notice any instance in which a material
misstatement of the financial statements has or may have
resulted from fraud or suspected fraud.



Staying connected

—

Pre-audit Engagement Risk Entrance
meeting letter assessment conference

Exit Management
conference rep. letter




Levels of reporting
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Important information

Confidential

) : Audit costs
iInformation

Audit dispute Loss
process reporting



FIT provides data and information

* Clear picture of your

government’s overall financial o "
health E—'— _ (s pownioas xusx |
Financial Health
* Indicators highlight strengths and Type [ PoriApori Distics ) County ( Solctcouny | Group By ooty | ([0 el
areas needing attention o oo | | 22 o,
* Data that helps guide budgeting 12 otz | [ g R

and planning decisions

FY 2025 - 84 Port/Airport Districts

Name | Filter by name Q | SortBy Name t v

Seattle, Port of

County: King | Port/Airport District




Who audits the State Auditor?

Peer reviews of the Office of the Washington State Auditor

m Our Office receives external peer reviews every
three years by the National State Auditors
Association.

2025 rating received: “Pass” —the highest level of
\/ assurance that an external review team can
provide.

“I’'ve done 25 of these and by far, this was the best

l‘ one l’'ve done.”

- Scott Owens, Director at the Georgia Department
of Audits and Accounts and a peer review leader




Local Government Support services

The Audit Connection Blog

s Improving Government ~ BARS & Annual Filing  ReportaConcern  About SAQ

ffice of the Washington State Auditor

Pat McCarthy Search SAO

« BARS Manual annual updates

* Onlinefiling system for local government annual reporting
requirements

BARS GAAP Manual

BARS Cash Manual

Coming in Fiscal Year 2024
(GAAP and Cash)

« On-timefiling is the law — and we can help! =

Training and Workshops Howcan! from in numbers?
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Committee 2 -

The Audit Connection Blog

About Audits  Improving Government  BARS & Annual Filing  ReportaConcern  About SAQ

ffice of the Washington State Auditor
Pat McCarthy

Search SAO

Reports & Data  Performance Audits

‘SAQ HOME / BARS & ANNUAL FILING / Training And Workshops

Training and Workshops

Trainings and client support

BARS GAAP Manual

 Accounting and Reporting Training (recorded regularly and

BARS Cash Manual

Coming in Fiscal Year 2024
(GAAP and Cash)

Filing training and other resources

The State Auditor's Office (SAO) provides training to local government staff to help them file their annual
report and to provide classes in finance, budgeting, accounting, reporting and other relevant fields.

BARS Reporting Templates Quick Links
. ~
BARS & Annual Report Filing g
FAQs ‘Annual Filing Trai
eLeamings
Training and Workshops
In Person Trainings
Local Government t Advisory
Commitiee

 Opportunities to learn about the required components of the
annual report

« Client portal, including HelpDesk

Annual BARS Update Training

The Annual BARS Update training video publishes in the Fall each year. The training includes accounting and reporting updates coming

tothe BARS Manuals, annual report filing changes, new BARS codes, and more.

The recordings of the Annual BARS Update for Fiscal Year 2024 reporting can be found in the eLearnings section below. The Fiscal

Year 2025 recording will post by November 2025,

Annual Filing Training and Support

The annual report deadine is 150 days after a government's fiscal year end. Annual reports for governments whose fiscal year end is

December 31, 2024 were due by May 30, 2025,

S




SAQO’s Center for Government
Innovation offers free:
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 Cyber checkups to assess your government’s
vulnerability to common cybersecurity threats

* Resource Library with tools, checklists and other
resources that provide you ways to improve
internal controls, compliance and other areas

* Customized Lean facilitations & trainings to
help you improve how work gets done

* Teambuilding workshops to help you strengthen
your team, increase trust, and promote
workplace harmony

Contact the Center today! 564-999-0818 ®= Center@sao.wa.gov



Fraud prevention resource

Follow
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Available in our resource library, =
SAQO'’s latest fraud prevention
resource shows government

s ey officials how a 30-minute bank

iobiof the WiBHIBgRR R Stafe AR o statement review can Spot the
red flags of fraud.




Questions

Joe Simmons, CPA, Program
Manager

Joseph.Simmons@sao.wa.gov

(206) 613-7628



mailto:Joseph.Simmons@sao.wa.gov
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